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SURELY it muſt be admitted, that in 


order to underſtand the, Queſtion of an 


Union, or any Queſtion, it ought to un- 
dergo a temperate and ſober diſcuſſion, 
unleſs we mean to incur the Ridicule of 

' a Blunder, that is, in order to underſtand 

the merits and demerits of the Queſtion, 
or whether it may be an advantage to 
_- Iriſhmen or not, we ſhould e * 
4 cee e 13 


1 
If the People of Ireland were convinced 
that a Union, or incorporation of our Le- 


giſlature with that of Great Britain, would 
produce general ſatisfaction, and a perma- 


nent melioration of their condition, put 
an end to religious and party animoſities, 
ſhonld they be convinced that their per- 
ſons and properties would be protected, and 


kohat they could live in peace and ſecurity 


at home, (as is the caſe throughout Great 
Britain,) and that their manufactures, com- 
merce, and agriculture, would be fully en- 
couraged and protected; and ſhould they 
be alſo convinced, that the attainment of 
theſe deſirable objects cannot be procured 


without a Union with Great Britain, it 


would be an infult to the underſtandings 
of mankind to ſuppoſe that any rational 
being, and particularly that a ſenſible 
people ſhould heſitate what part to act 
after ſuch conviction; the ſubject is cer- 
tainly worthy of cool, temperate, and de- 
liberate conſideration, or it will be impoſ- 
ſible to determine whether it may be be- 


neficial to this country or not. I ſhall, 


therefore, under the influence of a mind 
unprejudiced, and of a wiſh to reconcile 


all parties, ſubmit ſuch. obſcryations as 


_ 


appear ſuitable to the ſubject, under all 
the exiſting circumſtances of both coun- 


tries, to the temperate conſideration and 
diſcuſſion of the true friends of Ireland. 


Hiſtory does not inform us, that the 
people of Ireland, at any time before her 
connection with England, had enjoyed a 
ſtate of domeſtic ſecurity, or a conſtitution, 
or power, to preſerve their perſons and 
properties from violation. On the con- 
trary, it is well authenticated, that, before 
the Iriſh people had connected themſelves 
with England, they were conſtantly diſ- 
turbed by civil wars, or foreign invaſion 
from” both cauſes no country ever ex- 
perienced more misfortune without any 
advantage : hence, the people, compoſed... 
of different contending nations, with oppo- 
| Hite intereſts, manners, and cuſtoms, diſ- 
united, and, diſtruſtful of each other, ex- 
iſted in a continual ſcene of animoſity and 
. warfare; without commerce, arts, or in- 
duſtry, and accuſtomed to ſuperſtition, bi- 
gotry, and to the moſt ſa vage and ferocious 
kind of warfare, ſet all manner of civil 
and commercial intercourſe with foreign 
nations at defiance. Such was the miſe- 
; rabla 
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rable and diſtracted fituation of the Iriſh, 
' when ſome of their petty tyrants, with 
which the country abounded, having fled 
from the perſecutions of others more pow- 

erful, invited Henry II. of England to come 
cover, invade, and conquer this country, 
Ireland divided, became an eaſy conqueſt ; 

and thenceforth, tired of her former diſ- 
trated and unhappy circumſtances, ſub- 
mitted to Henry, and became, with com- 
mon conſent, a part of the poſſeſſions of, 
and dependent on, the Crown of England. 
Then the jealouſy of France (evermore 
the common enemy of mankind, but par- 
- ticularly fo of England, whom ſhe conſi- 
- dered as her rival,) aroſe to an high degree, 
and ſhe never omitted an opportunity of at- 
tempting to feparate Ireland from England, 
' from a well-grounded ſuppoſition, that both 
countries, if well united, would become an 


.  over-match for her: this is a matter ſo well 


known and underſtood, that it ſeems per- 
fectly unneceſſary in this place to comment 
further on it. It is generally admitted by 
all well-informed perſons in Great Britain 
= and Ireland, that the condition of Ireland 
1 hag, deen e erh ſince her firſt 
* E connection 
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connection with England, and particularly 

ſince the commencement of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, her population has doubled; 
arts, induſtry, manufactures and commerce 
have been introduced and well encouraged, 
and a general confidence and friendſhip 
ſeemed to, and actually did, exiſt, among 
all ranks of the people; when France, in 
the career of Reyolutionary madneſs, aided 
and invited by a few factious and deſpe- 
rate adyenturers who had nothing to loſe, 
_ blew up afreſh in this country the dying 
embers of religious bigotry and national 
jealouſy, the conſequences of which are 
too recent to require further explanation. 


It is certain Ireland cannot ſapport her- 
ſelf as a free, ſeparate, and independent na- 
tion, enjoying the fruits of commerce, ma- 
nufactures, and agriculture, in that degree 
which her ſoil and ſituation ha ve ſo eminently 
qualified her for; and the reaſon i is obvious, 
even were experience and example wanting 
to prove it. Ireland, ſituated in the neigh- 
bourhood of the two moſt cultivated and 


f powerful rival nations in the, world, muſt 
be 


6 


be dependent on one or other of them. 
France, from her immenſe population and 
vaſt armies, has obtained ſuperiority on 
the Continent of Europe only, while Great 
Britain, from her inſular ſituation, ſuperior 
induſtry, and wealth, ariſing from her un- 
limited commerce, ſupported by a Navy, 
the envy of France, and the admiration of 
the whole world, can alone check, and has 
always checked, the wicked and tyranni- 
cal ambition of France. Ireland, from her 
inſular ſituation, and being ſo very near 
a neighbour and convenient to Great Bri- 
tain, need not dread the armies or power 
of France, while our ports and trade are 
protected by the-invincible navy of Great 
Britain. Hence it is obvious, which of 
the two rival nations it ſhould be our in- 
_ tereſt to connect with. Britain is our 
neareſt and deareſt neighbour; already con- 
nected by every tie of mutual intereſt; 

| and, what can be more certain, than that 
the cloſer our connection, the greater will 
be the benefit to both, particularly when 
both Countries enter into a juſt and fair 
agreement to that eG! 


If. 


7 

If, in a ſpace of twenty years, Ireland 
has flouriſhed in a degree beyond all for- 
mer example, and unexpected by her, as 
it is certain ſhe has done, through! the 
friendſhip, protection, and aſſiſtance of 
Great Britain, what degree of improvement 
in wealth, induſtry, commerce, liberty and 
laws, may ſhe not expect hereafter, when 
cemented with Great Britain, under their 
united Legiſlature and Government? then 
no diſtinction or preference will obtain; 
but mutual intereſt will operate through- 
out the united Empire of Great Britain 
and Ireland, adding as one nation. The 
reſult of ſuch a Connection is obvious to 
every unprejudiced mind; the united king- 
doms will become impregnable to France, 
or any other power; perſonal ſecurity, and 
property of every kind will be equally pro- 
tected, and encouraged, and internal tran- 
quillity and domeſtic comforts will be en- 
joyed by all his Majeſty's ſubjects, while 
the Commerce of the Empire will bring us 
a degree of wealth, affluence, and conſe- 
quence, never known before in Ireland; 
and. pride, poverty, Ignorance, bigotrys 
| iclencſs 


8 
lieriefs and miſery, ſo long our compa- 
nions, will Yanith for ever. 


8 4 be aſked, how cari a Union ex- 

' tinguiſh religious bigotry and animoſity? I 
will anſwer, that an equitable Union once 
_ eſtabliſhed, will be the moſt probable and 
certain way of extinguiſhing all religious 
bigotry eud-porty animoſities. | 


The Roman Catholics amount in num- 
ber to about three-fifths of the inhabitants 

of Ireland, and we have the authority of 
their nobility, biſhops, principal clergy, and 
of their moſt reſpectable gentry, that they 
conſider themſelves, (fince the principal 
reſtraints and diſabilities, they formerly 
laboured under, were removed, by the 
kindneſs and affection of a beneficent Pro- 
teſtant King, and a liberal Proteſtant Par- 
- Hhament) to enjoy neatly as great a ſhare of 
civil and religious liberty, as they could or 
ought to expect, with ſafety to that King, 
that Parliament, and to the Conſtitution; 
and which Conſtitution, and King, the 
greater part, or I believe the whole body 
of the principal Roman Catholics in Ire- 
land, have from time to time ſworn to 

| protec, 
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protect, maintain and defend; nor in fact is 
any thing to be feared from that reſpecta- 
ble body; notwithſtanding the great num- 
ber of the loweſt order of that religion were 
by the wicked inſinuations and artful con- 
duct of a few unprincipled and deſperate 
republicans, of no religion, ſeduced to join 
in the late unnatural and ſavage rebellion ; 
but which infamous rebellion, the great' 
and reſpectable body of Roman Catholics 
in every part of the kingdom, aſſiſted with 
heart and hand to ſuppreſs and extinguiſh. 


Even ſuppoſing, though not in any degree 
admitting, danger to be apprehended from 


the Roman Catholics, on account of their 
ſuperiority in numbers, even in that caſe, 


an Union is the moſt certain and probable 


way of extinguiſhing any fooliſh claims 


that might endanger the ſafety of the Con- 
ſtitution of theſe kingdoms, and particu- 
larly the proſperity of Ireland ; for their 
numbers in the united empire of Great 


Britain and Ireland, would be very incon- 


ſiderable, in proportion to the number of 
Proteſtants; and when once they find them 
ſel ves and their neighbours of every other 
ſect alike engaged i in extenſive commerce, 
Laos meg and" agriculture,” all fooliſh 
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religious diſputes and animoſities will effec- 
tually ſubſide, fink into induſtry, and for 
ever vaniſh throughout the. united king- 
doms. And I am confident every honeſt 
and unprejudiced Roman Catholic in Ire- 
land, conſcious of the kind and paternal. 
intention of our gracious Sovereign, in 
eſtabliſhing a proper ſeminary for the 
education of their clergy ; and when a 
ſuitable proviſion is made for their com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence as in the event of an 


Union, would be the caſe, will find him- 


ſelf intereſted in ſupporting and maintain- 
ing a conſtitution and eſtabliſhment, that 
protects their civil and religious liberties. 


Much has been ſaid by the United Iriſh- 
men, and their malevolent abettors, about 
the conduct and views of Orangemen ; they 
have inſidiouſly and induſtriouſly propagat- 
ed every where, that the inſtitution of 
Orangemen, is merely to exterminate the 
Roman Catholics. I am happy to have it 
in my power, to prove that the Orangemen 
never aſſociated againſt the Roman Catho- 


lics, or any other religious ſet; for their 


principle was, and is, to defend and pro- 
tect the King ar and S againft all 
enemies 


II 


enemies of whatever deſcription they 
might be; and ſurely it is paſt all 
doubt, that the late rebellion was not a 
Popiſh rebellion ; for though it is admitted 
that a great number of the lower order of 
the .people concerned in it, were Roman 
Catholics, yet it will never be forgot that 
moſtly all the leaders, inſtigators, and pro- 
moters of it, were either profeſſed Proteſt- 
ants, Preſbyterians, Methodiſts, and re- 
publicans of every ſe, who, through deſ- 
perate circumſtances, ariſing from their 
profligacy and idleneſs, and the want of 
any juſt principle of religion or morality, 
after the recent and infamouſly tyrannical 
example of modern France, expected to 
get that wealth and independence, in the 
general confuſion, by murders and rob- 
beries, which, in a ſettled ſtate of civil 
ſociety, their abandoned infamy, idleneſs, 
and want of induſtry, muſt have refuſed 
them ; when- a loyal gnd well-minded 
part of the people find ſuch encouragement 

and protection as is conſiſtent with the ge- 
neral ſafety of the whole, they will not 
only continue loyal and faithful, bat they 
will with their lives and properties ſupport 

and defend that Conſtitution and Govern- 
5 | ment 
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12 
ment that gives them ſecurity and protec- 
tion; and the Roman Catholic, once enjoy- 
ing ſuch protection and ſecurity, will pre- 
fer that eſtabliſhment and conſtitution to 
any promiſed, and deluſive innovation, 
which if ſucceſsful would certainly deſtroy 
and overturn, all religious and civil ſocie- 


ties, and render property of every kind 


precarious, and dangerous to the exiſtence 
ral its poſſeſſor. | | 


The experience. of many: ages has fully 
Pie: that the proſperity of Ireland has 
been principally and conſtantly checked by 
religious and party quarrels; and it is alſo 
certain that Ireland has been, from the 
earlieſt time that hiſtory informs us of, 
until her connection with England, a bone 


of contention among the ſeveral powers of 


Europe, and that ſhe never could maintain 
herſelf independent of either of them. 
Why then, ſhould we heſitate, to put our- 
ſelves in that ſituation which only can pro- 
cure, and protect, our future peace, oe 
897 and 2 poor F _— | Py | 


When we are bs with Girat Britain 
under the ſame * legiſlature and Go- 


10 1·t vernment, 
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vernment, our intereſts will in all reſpeQs 


be the ſame, the wealth, happineſs and 
ſtrength of the empire will be perceived 


and felt in every part. of it, and propor- 


tionably ſhared by all its ſubjects without 


diſtinction. Then we ſhall bleſs the Union, 
and with our lives and properties protect 
it, and that happy Conſtitution, which all 
the world envy and admire, and the beſt 

informed writers have allowed to be the 


excellence of human wiſdom. Let me 


here ſubjoin another reaſon for an 


Union: Great Britain and Ireland united in 


legiſlation, will through every vein receive 
the flow. of united ſtrength, which under 
two-jarring, diſtinct, and ſeparate legiſlatures 
they can never enjoy in a perfect and ſalu- 
tary degree, and the incorporation of the 


two Parliaments will poſitively prevent the 
continuance. of an unneceſſary and _—_— an- 
nual \expence to both, countries. 


If an equitable Hel, is once eſtabliſhed, = 


the inhabitants of Ireland will find them- 


ſelves deeply engaged in extenſive agricul- 


ture, induſtry, and commerce; the minds 


of the people will expand with their means; 


their 
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their knowledge and civilization, will 


ſweeten their manners, all parties will be 
aſhamed of, and bury in oblivion, every 


degree of animoſity, from whatever ſource 
it had deſcended, or proceeded ; induſtry 


will occupy the mind, and the probable 
conſequences will be a conſtant and unin- 
terrupted internal peace; our numerous 
bogs and unprofitable mountains will be 
drained and reclaimed, which will more 
than doubly increaſe the population and 
wealth of the country ; and which moſt 


deſirable improvements the former diſtract- 


ed and miſerable ſtate of Ireland has here- 
tofore prevented, nor is it likely, under the 
preſent jarring ſyſtem, to grow. better. An 
equitable Union with ſo very wealthy and 
powerful a nation as Great Britain, muſt 
attract to us a vaſt proportion of that wealth 
and power, which will ultimately tend to 


improve and reclaim our country every 


way; ſo much ſo, that along with her na- 
tural ſituation and fertile ſoil, it will then 
be deſirable, and perhaps faſhionable, to re- 
ſide in Ireland; but what man in our pre- 


ſent and paſt circumſtances would of choice 


live 


Ras 55 
live in a wretched and divided country, 
full of rancour and animoſity, among our 
ignorant, miſerable and idle peaſantry, ad- 


dicted by cuſtom to thieving and drunken- 
neſs, and impatient of all civil reſtraint and 


lawful ſubordination ? 


It muſt be admitted by every candid 
and unprejudiced perſon, that this is a 
ſubje& that ought, at this critical junc- _ 
ture, to be well weighed in the ſcale of 
reaſon, and meet with a temperate and 
ſober diſcuſſion. And if the foregoing 
ſtatement of probable conſequences is ad- 
mitted, and likely to prove the reſult of 
an Union, how, in the name of God, ſhould 
we heſitate to embrace ſo favourable an 
7 opportunity of improving our country and 
properties, and of ſecuring both, in future, 
'fr:m the deſigns of United Rebels, and their 
French Maſters ? However, my Country- 
men, if you ſhould, after a fair and tempe- 
rate diſcuſſion of this moſt important ſub- 
ject, be convinced that you can be better 
off, and maintain yourſelves, without a 
Union, as a ſeparate, independent State, 


(which, conſidering all circumſtances, I 
conceive 


16 

conceive to be morally -impoſſible) reject 
it: but, J foreſee your good ſenſe will de- 
cide, and conclude, under all circumſtances, 
that you can never maintain the peace, 
ſecurity, and proſperity of your country, 
without the aſſiſtance and protection of 
Great Britain, which every ſenſible Iriſh- 
man ought to promote and encourage to 
the utmoſt. For ſeveral years paſt, and 
particularly. fince the commencement: of 


the French Revolution, have not the deſ- 
perate and deſtructive Schemes of the 
United Iriſh Confpirators ſpread terror 
through eyery, part of this unfortunate | 
country ? Scarcely a nobleman, a gentle- 
man, of any religion, | unleſs he entered 
into, or winked at the conſpiracy, eſcaped, 


being robbed of his arms! and were not 


great numbers of the moſt loyal ſubjecs — 


murdered for reſiſting ſuch robberies ? and 


is not the ſyſtem. of murder. and robbery 


Nill continued? have not. war and invaſion 


by our enemies, and ſavage deſolation, 


been carried into practice, by armed and 


ferocigus beggars, influenced by Repub- 
* Canſpiratom, leagued with the in- 


fernal 


W 
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fernal DireQory of France, to maſlacre . 


or baniſh every man of property or re- 
ſpectability in the Kingdom, and ſeize 
upon property in general, for their own 
wicked purpoſes ? nor could their deſigns 


be prevented, (notwithſtanding the loyalty 


and ſpirited bravery of our gallant Yeo- 
manry Corps and Militia) without the 
well-timed pecuniary and military aid af- 
forded us by Britain? It cannot be denied, 
'tis recorded, and certain, beyond all doubt. 
Therefore, let us now, or never, effectu- 
. ally guard againſt ſimilar attempts; for, my 
loyal Countrymen, beware] the deſigns of 
our enemies are not dropped; they only wait 


for another opportunity of carrying them a 


into effect; and, if not prevented and coun- 


teraQed by a juſt and immediate conſoli- 
dation of the United Wiſdom and Force 


of the Empire, our lives and properties 
will be the forfeit. | 


Cannot Articles of a Union be fr framed Be 
as to encreaſe our wealth and population, 
by the encouragement of arts, agriculture, 
and commerce in general? Cannot reſi- 
| dence be enforced, and emigration be pre- 
e SITY vented, - 
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vented, without inconvenience to indivi- 
duals? and cannot this Country be bene- 
fited without injury to Great Britain? If 
ſo, why exclaim againſt an Equitable 
Union, (for to no other will we ever-con- 
ſent,) on mere improbable ſuppoſition ? 
| The arguments uſed againſt a Union are not 
maintainable; and every caſe cited againſt 
the meaſure, fails in the ſcale of common 
ſenſe and reaſon. Scotland, and Scotchmen, 
have been highly benefited by their Union, 
and will ever continue to benefit by it. 
' And ſurely, by the force of equitable Ar- 
ticles of Union between Great Britain and 
Ireland, a ſhare of every benefit and. ad- 
vantage may be ſecured to us, without in- 
juſtice to either Country, or to any party. 
That ſomething may be ſpeedily done, in 
a temperate and frimdly manner, likely 
to protect our perſons and properties; to 
heal diſcontent; and give Wealth and Proſ- 
perity to Ireland and Iriſhmen, has ever 
been, and ever will be, the ſincere wiſh, 
of a Friend to HUMAMITY.- — 


A BARRISTER. | 


THE END. 


